U.S. Government
McDonough High School

Teacher  		Mr. Moore		         			 
Email			ethan.moore@henry.k12.ga.us
Class Website		http://schoolwires.henry.k12.ga.us 

Course Description  
American Government is a one-quarter course taken during a student’s senior year. Successful completion of the class is a REQUIREMENT for graduation in the State of Georgia and Henry County. This Government course provides students with a background in the philosophy, functions, and structure of the United States government. It also provides students with the opportunity to examine the philosophical foundations of the United States government and how that philosophy developed. Students will also examine the structure and function of the United States government and its relationship to states and citizens.

Topics of Study and Course Goals 
Throughout each individual unit studied as a part of this class, each student will be expected to accomplish the following goals:  

Foundations of American Government
· Demonstrate knowledge of the political philosophies that shaped the development of United States constitutional government. 
· Analyze the natural rights philosophy and the nature of government expressed in the Declaration of Independence
· Compare and contrast governments that are unitary, confederal, and federal; autocratic, oligarchic and democratic; and presidential and parliamentary

The U.S. Constitution
· Demonstrate knowledge of the United States Constitution
· Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of the national government
· Demonstrate knowledge of the federal system of government described in the United States Constitution
· Demonstrate knowledge of civil liberties and civil rights

The Legislative Branch
· Explain the differences between the House of Representatives and the Senate, with emphasis on terms of office, powers, organization, leadership, and representation of each house
· Describe the legislative process including the roles played by committees and leadership
· Describe the influence of lobbyists (business, labor, professional organizations) and special interest groups on the legislative process
· Describe how thoughtful and effective participation in civic life is characterized by obeying the law, paying taxes, serving on a jury, participating in the political process, performing public service, registering for military duty, being informed about current issues, and respecting differing opinions
· Demonstrate knowledge of local, state, and national elections

The Executive Branch
· Analyze the various roles played by the President of the United States; include Commander-in-Chief of the Armed Forces, chief executive, chief agenda setter, representative of the nation, chief of state, foreign policy leader, and party leader
· Describe the qualifications for becoming President of the United States
· Describe the qualifications for becoming President of the United States
· Explain the functions of the departments and agencies of the federal bureaucracy
· Describe the tools used to carry out United States foreign policy (diplomacy; economic, military, and humanitarian aid; treaties; sanctions and military intervention)
· Analyze the influence of media coverage, campaign advertising, and public opinion polls 

The Judicial Branch
· Demonstrate knowledge of the operation of the federal judiciary
· Demonstrate knowledge of the criminal justice process
· Describe the causes and effects of criminal activity

State and Local Government
· Demonstrate knowledge of the organization and powers of state and local government described in the Georgia Constitution
· Demonstrate knowledge of the powers of Georgia’s state and local governments

Resources 
· Textbook –  HMH
· Online resources provided on class website

Supplies
· 1 composition notebook OR spiral notebook
· Writing utensils (pens and/or pencils – no red, pink or orange ink!)
· Highlighters (optional)

Class Rules
These rules are in addition, and/or supplementary, to the rules and procedures outlined in the Student Handbook.
1. Arrive on time.
2. Promptly follow all instructions given
3. Have your notebook, writing utensil(s) and other required course supplies ready for class every day.
4. Use only appropriate language in class.  
5. Each student will be treated as a young adult and will be expected to act accordingly.  The rules of common sense, civility and courtesy will be followed by all.
6. NO CELLPHONES OUT DURING THE OPENING AND INSTRUCTIONAL PERIOD OF CLASS.  

OTHER COMMON SENSE THINGS TO REMEMBER:  
· Be appropriately dressed for virtual class.

Consequences for failure to follow any classroom rule outlined above or any instruction given include, but are not limited to:  verbal warning, parent contact, removal from the situation, afternoon detention and/or office referral.  These consequences may be applied in any order at the teacher’s discretion, depending on the nature and/or severity of the offense.  



Class Procedures
Grades 
Your cumulative grade in this class (the “Course Final Average” in IC) consists of 2 parts, your TERM AVERAGE, which is made up of:
· Assessments (test and projects) – 40% 
· Practice Work (quizzes, labs, homework, classwork) – 40%
· Final Exam – 20%

Student Work Product
Each student is expected to do his/her own work. When working on group assignments, all students are expected to contribute to the group effort and pull their own weight when producing a group project.  

Cheating
Any form of cheating on any assignment, including on tests and/or quizzes will result in a grade of zero (0) for all involved.   Cheating may also result in a discipline referral.  

Classwork, Homework and Projects
All assignments may be written in ink or pencil. Put your name and class period in the top right hand corner of the first page of each assignment. If you are present at school on the day an assignment is due, you are expected to submit that assignment on time.  If an assignment is turned in without a name, the grade will be a zero. (See the “No Name” basket on my desk to retrieve and get credit for an assignment turned in without a name.)

Quizzes
Weekly quizzes will be given on most Fridays throughout the semester and will cover lecture notes, readings, videos and/or other assignments covered.  Additional, pop quizzes may be given at any time. 

Tests
Tests will be given at the end of each unit of study and will cover all in and out of class work, standards, concepts and essential questions related to that unit.

Warm Up/ Opener
Every day you come into class, please participate in the opener/warm up that is presented in class.

Make up Work
· It is your responsibility to get any class notes missed during your absence from another student in your class.
· Notes outlines are available on the class website; print the outlines and complete them using another student’s notes.
· It is your responsibility to collect any missed classwork or homework assignments from the teacher upon your return to school.  
· Some assignments will be posted to google classroom, while others may need to be picked up in person.
· Classwork - If you are absent only one day, you will have one day to submit missed classwork upon your return to school. If your absence is longer, an appropriate amount of time will be allotted for you to make up missed work.  
· Tests or Quizzes - If you are absent on the day of a test or quiz, you must schedule an appointment with me the day you return to make up that assessment within a week of your absence.
· Failure to follow these make-up work procedures will result in a zero (0).
· End of the NEXT Unit to complete work from the previous Unit.
· You have till the END of the next Unit to complete ANY AND ALL classroom assignments before they will close permanently. 



BYOT (Bring Your Own Technology)
Cell phones, tablets and/or laptops may be used as part of lessons in this class this semester.  HOWEVER, cellphones are only allowed to be used with teacher permission and during the designated time in class. (All BYOT included lessons may also be accomplished without technology.)  These devices may be used ONLY as part of a lesson during a class period.  There will be times when earbuds/headphones will be required for a lesson, but otherwise headphones/earbuds should be put away during class. Other uses of these devices, outside of a class lesson, including listening to music, texting, chatting, social media, etc. is prohibited.  Unauthorized use of any electronic device may result in the device being confiscated and/or a discipline referral being issued. 

Contact
· Email is the BEST way to contact me.

PARENTS: You can access the Infinite Campus Online Portal to view your student’s grades and attendance whenever and as frequently as you wish.  Detailed directions on setting up an account can be found on the ELHS main page under the section labeled “Infinite Campus – Parent/Student Information”.  You will need an activation key if you are creating a new account.  Please visit https://campus.henry.k12.ga.us/cparent to obtain your activation key.  You will need to provide the student’s social security number, birthday, and student number.  If you already have an account, your username and password will remain the same.  If you forgot your log on information, go to the portal website and click ‘problems logging in’ located next to the log in button.  You will need to enter the appropriate email address and the system will email your log on information back to you.  If you continue to have problems, please contact the Counselor’s Office.  A list of FAQ’s is available at: www.henry.k12.ga.us/campusportal. 



PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE

Student Name: _____________________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

I have read and understand this GOVERNMENT syllabus for Mr. Moore’s class.

Student signature: _______________________________________ DATE __________

Parent Signature: ________________________________________ DATE __________

Best way to contact parent/guardian:

Name 1: _________________________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Email 1: _______________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Phone 1: ________________________________________CELL	    WORK	HOME

Name 2: _________________________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Email 2: _______________________________________ PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Phone 2: ________________________________________ CELL   WORK	HOME




PARENTS: You can access the Infinite Campus Online Portal to view your student’s grades and attendance whenever and as frequently as you wish.  Detailed directions on setting up an account can be found on the ELHS main page under the section labeled “Infinite Campus – Parent/Student Information”.  You will need an activation key if you are creating a new account.  Please visit https://campus.henry.k12.ga.us/cparent to obtain your activation key.  You will need to provide the student’s social security number, birthday, and student number.  If you already have an account, your username and password will remain the same.  If you forgot your log on information, go to the portal website and click ‘problems logging in’ located next to the log in button.  You will need to enter the appropriate email address and the system will email your log on information back to you.  If you continue to have problems, please contact the Counselor’s Office.  A list of FAQ’s is available at: www.henry.k12.ga.us/campusportal. 
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